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Leading from the Front 

‘We Don’t Buy Crime’ – Crime Reduction Opportunity 
 

Aim 
Councillors have access to financial support for reducing acquisitive crime. The PCC is offering 
a 25% contribution to Smartwater and free signage increasing the ‘We Don’t Buy Crime’ 
(WDBC) areas across West Mercia. 
 
Policy 
� John Campion has ring-fenced funding for local authority councillors and their partners to 

make applications to him for a 25% contribution to the purchasing of Smartwater for an area. 
He will also support by procuring the appropriate number of village road signs.  

� Upon receipt of the evidenced 75% from the council, the PCC’s offer will be activated, 
releasing the 25% of kits as part of the total order. NB: Larger applications may require 
specific additional conditions detailing the staged release of the PCC’s 25% of kits to 
manage natural wastage. 

� The Smartwater contribution for each grant will be logged and processed by the PCC. A 
minimum of 80% of an area must be purchased (there is no upper limit) and a minimum of 
70% of the area must be registered with Smartwater to assure the saturation rate evidenced 
to prevent and reduce burglary. The 70% registration of houses will also trigger the 
installation of the free signage.  

� There will be the option for the councillor/partner to provide some personalisation with the 
name of the area on the A1 signs which are required at all main entry and exit points. 
Smaller signs are pre-formatted and standardised. 

� The offer requires the West Mercia ‘We Don’t Buy Crime Co-ordinator’ to be the single point of 
contact for councillors and/or their partners to co-ordinate the initiative scheme but it is expected 
that the councillors and/or their partners provide local volunteers/colleagues in addition to this. 

� The timescale during which initial funding must be spent is 01/04/2021 – 31/03/2022. 
� Applications should be sent to John Campion’s office for approval. No spend should be 

incurred before this. 
� There is no formal requirement to report back to the PCC on outcomes as burglary for the 

area will be tracked and shared with the council. 
� There will be no commitment to renew, increase or continue the scheme beyond the 

approved terms. 
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