
















































































The Group and Police and Crime Commissioner for West Mercia Statement of Accounts 2023/24 

Financial Statements 

Based on the work we have performed, we have not identified any material uncertainties relating to 
events or conditions that, individually or collectively, may cast significant doubt on the Group and the 
Police and Crime Commissioner's ability to continue as a going concern for a period of at least twelve 
months from when the financial statements are authorised for issue. 

Our responsibilities and the responsibilities of the Treasurer with respect to going concern are 
described in the relevant sections of this report. 

Other information 

The other information comprises the information included in the Statement of Accounts, other than 
the financial statements and our auditor's report thereon. The Treasurer is responsible for the other 
information. Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and, except 
to the extent otherwise explicitly stated in our report, we do not express any form of assurance 
conclusion thereon. 

In connection with our audit, our responsibility is to read the other information and, in doing so, 
consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the financial statements or our 
knowledge obtained in the audit or otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If we identify such 
material inconsistencies or apparent material misstatements, we are required to determine whether 
this gives rise to a material misstatement in the financial statements or a material misstatement of the 
other information. If, based on the work we have performed, we conclude that there is a material 
misstatement of this other information, we are required to report that fact. 

We have nothing to report in this regard.

Other information we are required to report on by exception under the Code of Audit Practice 

Under the Code of Audit Practice published by the National Audit Office in November 2024 on behalf 
of the Comptroller and Auditor General (the Code of Audit Practice) we are required to consider 
whether the Annual Governance Statement does not comply with 'Delivering Good Governance in 
Local Government Framework 2016 Edition' published by CIPFA and SOLACE, or is misleading or 
inconsistent with the information of which we are aware from our audit. We are not required to 
consider whether the Annual Governance Statement addresses all risks and controls or that risks are 
satisfactorily addressed by internal controls. 

We have nothing to report in this regard.

Opinion on other matters required by the Code of Audit Practice 

In our opinion, based on the work undertaken in the course of the audit of the financial statements, the 
other information published together with the financial statements in the Statement of Accounts for the 
financial year for which the financial statements are prepared is consistent with the financial 
statements. 

Matters on which we are required to report by exception 

Under the Code of Audit Practice, we are required to report to you if: 

• we issue a report in the public interest under section 24 of the Local Audit and Accountability

Act 2014 in the course of, or at the conclusion of the audit; or

• we make a written recommendation to the Police and Crime Commissioner under section 24

of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 in the course of, or at the conclusion of the

audit; or
• we make an application to the court for a declaration that an item of account is contrary to law

under Section 28 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 in the course of, or at the

conclusion of the audit; or;
• we issue an advisory notice under Section 29 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 in

the course of, or at the conclusion of the audit; or
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The Group and Police and Crime Commissioner for West Mercia Statement of Accounts 2023/24 

Financial Statements 

Report on other legal and regulatory matters 

Matter on which we are required to report by exception - the Police and Crime 
Commissioner's arrangements for securing economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of 
resources 

Under the Code of Audit Practice, we are required to report to you if, in our opinion, we have not been 
able to satisfy ourselves that the Police and Crime Commissioner has made proper arrangements for 
securing economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources for the year ended 31 March 
2024. 

We have nothing to report in respect of the above matter. 

Responsibilities of the Police and Crime Commissioner 

The Police and Crime Commissioner is responsible for putting in place proper arrangements for 
securing economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Auditor's responsibilities for the review of the Police and Crime Commissioner's 
arrangements for securing economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources 

We are required under Section 20(1 )(c) of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 to be satisfied 
that the Police and Crime Commissioner has made proper arrangements for securing economy, 
efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. We are not required to consider, nor have we 
considered, whether all aspects of the Police and Crime Commissioner's arrangements for securing 
economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources are operating effectively. 

We have undertaken our review in accordance with the Code of Audit Practice, having regard to the 
guidance issued by the Comptroller and Auditor General in November 2024 and related statutory 
guidance. We considered whether the Police and Crime Commissioner has proper arrangements in 
place to ensure financial sustainability, proper governance and the use of information about costs 
and performance to improve the way it manages and delivers its services. 

We document our understanding of the arrangements the Police and Crime Commissioner has in 
place for each of these three specified reporting criteria, gathering sufficient evidence to support our 
risk assessment and commentary in our Auditor's Annual Report. In undertaking our work, we 
consider whether there is evidence to suggest that there are significant weaknesses in arrangements. 

Use of our report 

This report is made solely to the Police and Crime Commissioner, as a body, in accordance with Part 
5 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we 
might state to the Police and Crime Commissioner those matters we are required to state to them in 
an auditor's report and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept 
or assume responsibility to anyone other than the Police and Crime Commissioner, as a body, for our 
audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed.

Nathan Coughlin, Key Audit Partner 
for and on behalf of Bishop Fleming LLP 
Chartered Accountants and Statutory Auditors 
Plymouth 

15th January 2025 
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